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Why Turkey already feels familiar

n Maybe you first met Turkey through TV What | want students to leave with
dramas. n Turkey is not only Ottoman history.

n Food words travel fast: kebab, baklava, n Turkey is not only a bridgg itis a maker,
Turkish coffee,lokum- Turkish delight. exporter, connector, and storyteller.

n Istanbul is spectacular because it compresses
geography, empire, trade, faith, and dalily life into
one city.

n Istanbul feels cinematic, but Tarkiye is
much more than one city.

MNYT ¢! kt W YT G2 KEH)'ULHS ND n Culture works best when we see both beauty and
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Istanbul -> culture -> global role. complexity.




Figure 3- World Happiness Index scores for under 30 and NEET rates, OECD countrie2(®average
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Where is Turkiye?

A country with one foot in Europe, one in Asia, and its eyes on multiple regions at once.

g.\. PHILIPPINES

s Z;
) LAY 4 .
S g - €. X
— 7 ’ ?ﬂ’whm .




<y-Bucharest

i(’);’AE I_:A/, A e E) Constanta
a ’ ao—vérﬁa
B U LGARIA
QBurgas

Black Sea

RUSSIA

. GEORGIA

z

A —_
2 Y

Rl e ) Thilisi <
NN __@® Bartin =7 @Batuml s o
» L Zonguldak) Kastamonu % Samsun N s.\ 0
e ) ¢ g ' tir., O du - : = - e A
GREECE} __ VC:?Karabuk ! é Giresun - T’i“gm R'(E)e Anvm@Ardahan \(}u
: \yf ©Duzce . s « ® 7 S Akya Eg
= apazari ankiri* g imishane ars P
7 _TAd Bolu @Gankiric @ 2 Gumush Kars® = ZARMENIA
i, O‘Bandlrma W IKV Gorum 2 LN ® =\ Bayburt ~ s %, Yerevan
@Qanakkale < ‘l >e® @Bilecik -, Ankarat s "= Tokat e ; : g
( ESkISthI’ ’ *0 == Yozgat Sy Erzincan r“ i a”z :r ’um Agri - lgdir@ \
Edremit Ballke ir e 7 N ’@S . @®  AgriDagi A/
(O oL - @«{;&tahya o Kirikkale ’\} A £ vas —_ e W (Mnt. Ararat 5166'm)
.'Somafr ~ /. J pKirsehir 5 e YL Powrig Tunceli . i..
S 1] 1 y - @ \ (@l Bingol . 1 qZ:
= Usak,~~~ 2\ Afyon A= > ! @\~ 3
B > ‘@Q\/Ianisa/ IV é\y g {3 Nevsehir 7 @Kayseri =3 Z‘ 2
éj T N ) £ \'/ 4 ,m I &,
A o \ o ~ Aksaray@ 2 P ©Ma|at}ﬁ’ N &Y ?
2 1 ~n 7 Y/ ya ) i iy J
7 A b A o/ > Diyarbakir P
LI e 4 \nbxxy Konxa© @Nigde )! Adryaman — R &
4 Denlzll BgPdur© : Iseana “_fj \\ e 3 i fahramanmarii @ ¢ Ogiverek Batman-= @ \)
ey ,7 Mugla et : o ~ \L —~ :‘\ Osmgnlye £ ~.Ga2|antep Mardm@ Nusayb,D ,,/ “umad® ) :\9
Antalya ‘Karaman@ Tarsus 1. ) Adana”__ ‘ i =3 ~3 ®sanliurfa _ =Rl Y
: —\‘\_Q\Manavgat Mersin «Yli\murtaﬁ"}gﬂ ; (t: Jl@s E\’\\ . :__,;/ S
oo Kumluca \\‘\ S‘l'fke Isk”enderun t\ Y \1‘( T U R K E Y
" GREECE 9/9" AnamurMM Antakya ® -3 b
(Amm?,,: o eppm D National capital
A ® Province capital
Lataklao‘ SYR'A o Town
~0 Sy ' O Hamah - - e o Airport
Nlcos'a ‘M Ll [ O R International boundary
CYPRUS . e Jc. - ,oHoms —— Express way
Trlpo‘IJl O b - Main road
- K ' g /o
Mediterranean Sea i 0 50 100 150 200 km . Railroad
Beirut{y .4 Lt ' rr——— ¢
LEBANON > : = 100mi .~ IRAQ "‘\__r\“s ¢
[ o - N




Why geography matters

n The country straddles Europe and
Asia.

n The Turkish Straits connect the
Black Sea to the Mediterranean vie
the Bosphorus, Sea of Marmara,
and Dardanelles.

n That geography helps explain why
Turkey matters in trade, migration,
diplomacy, and security.

n It also helps explain why Istanbul
became one of the great cities of
world history.



10,000 years in one regiciCradle of Civilizations

: 2nd-1st
Prehistory millennium BCE 330 CE onward 14531922 1923-present

Neolithic & o :
) Hittites, Greeks, Byzantium / : L
Anatolian ) Ottoman era Republic of Turkiye
il Romans Constantinople
o ; . Anatolia as a civilizational Imperial capital, Christian Imperial expansion, Founded in 1923; reform,
SELEIeS, s e corridor center architecture, trade modern nation-state

Turkish history is layered, not linear. Anatolia is older than any one empire.
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Hittites T Bronze Age power centered at Hattusa, known for monumental stone reliefs and early statecraft. Ancient
GreeksT coastal cities such as Ephesus and Miletus. Roman Empireroads, theaters, baths, and cities across
Anatolia such asAspendosand Hierapolis.




Byzantine Empire, A.D. 565
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Hagia Sophiar Symbol of Byzantine Constantinople

537 CET Completed under Emperor Justinian | as the grand cathedral of the Eastern Roman (Byzantine)
Empire. For almostl,000 years, it was the largest cathedral in the Christian world.
14531 After the Ottoman conquest of Constantinople by Mehmed I, it became a mosque.
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Aounded around1299in Anatolia by Osman 1.
ACaptured Constantinople in1453, transforming it into

the imperial capital.

AReached its golden age under Suleiman the Magnificent
in the 16th century.

A<nown for military strength, trade routes, architecture,
and a multicultural society.

Aramous landmarks includeN Y G t Ral&ce, Blue
Mosque, and many bridges, baths, and bazaars.

AEnded after World War |, leading to the foundation of
Republic of Turkey inl923.

The Ottoman era was a time when Istanbul became the
center of a vast empire connecting East and West.



Mustafa Kemal Atatirk T founder
of the republic and major
reformer.




The Republic of Turkey was founded it023 after the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the successful Turkish War of
Independence.

A ed by Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, national forces defeated occupying armies after World War .
AOn 29 October 1923, the republic was officially proclaimed in Ankara, which became the new capital.
Arhe new state replaced the old imperial system with enodern nation -state .

Major Reforms

Ataturk introduced reforms inspired by contemporary Western political and legal models:
ASecular state institutions

ACivil law system

A atin alphabet (1928)

A xpanded education

ARights and political participation for women

Andustrialization and modernization efforts

The foundation of modern Turkey marked a historic shift from empire to republic, combining national independence
with modernization.
Modern Turkey was built after a war of independence and reshaped into a secular republic focused on
modernization and sovereignty.
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A Total area: 783,562 sq km

A Population: 85.8 million

A Government type: Presidential republic

A Administrative division: : 3" r t gqx k p eillent4+* ecnngf " 1

A Capital + other major cities: Ankara (capital; 5.7 million), Istanbul (15.9
million), 1zmir (4.4 million), Bursa (3.2 million), Antalya (2.7 million)

A Currency: Turkish lira

A Languages: Turkish (official), Kurdish

A Ethnicity: Turks 70-75%, Kurds 19%, other minorities 611% (Arabic,
Zazaki, Armenian)

A Religion: Muslim (99.9%)

A President: * Ot 0+" Tgegr "Vc{{kr"GTFQ CP" *ukpeg
Since 2018, serving also as head of government following a
constitutional amendment.

A Date of EU accession: Official candidate country since 1999



KEY FEATURES
A-rom 2022 formally known as Tirkiye
AGeostrategic location between Europe and Asia
ASecond-largest military force in NATO after the United
States
A\pplied for EU membership as early as 1986
Aslam is the predominant religion
AYoung population (21% of people under the age of 15)
Avember of the G20
AVj g" Okffng" GcuvXu"ngcfkpi "uvggn"




KEY ECONOMIC INDICATORS

;  Nominal GDP:~$1.64 Trillion USD (2026 forecast)

Jf\lomin I)GDP per Capita: ~$19,020 USD (2026
orecas

. GDP Growth Rate:~3.4% (2026 forecast)

. Inflation: 30.7% In early 2026,

Unemployment: The unemployment rate is largely
remaining in single digits, holding at 8.1% to 8.6% as of
early 2026.
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Turkish culture values hospitality, community, music, movement, and the balance between tradition and
modern life.

Dervishes
Mevlevi Order whirling dervishes are linked to the teachings of Rumi. Their rotatibgma ceremony symbolizes

spiritual unity, discipline, and inner peace.

Traditional Dance

Turkey has strong regional folk dances:

Adalay 1 group line dance common in eastern and southeastern regions
Adoron T fast, energetic Black Sea dance

A eybek T proud, heroic Aegean dance style

ARoman dances T expressive Thrace/Marmara traditions

Village Culture

Village life traditionally emphasizes:
AStrong family ties

ASharing food with guests

Alea culture and long conversations






